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Supplement 7e) 
 
After 30 years in the District League the club decided to move "over the top" in season 1937/38. Unfortunately there 
are no records to explain why this move took place. 
 
It may have been that given the majority of teams were "Works Teams" this generally meant the playing surfaces and 
overall facilities were of a much higher standard than those provided locally. 
 
The club had several stints in the league, finally severing these after the 1970/71 season due to falling standards and 
increasing travel expenses. 
 
For the bulk of this period the club operated just the one team, then from 1964/65 a Reserve team competed in the 
District League. 
 
The area covered was quite extensive with teams from Rochdale in the north, Walkden and Urmston in the west and 
Wilmslow the southern most point. 
 
Travel was by coach from the local W. H. & F. Schofield depot next to the New Inn, with supporters filling any vacant 
seats for a small fee. Bare in mind these were pre-motorway times and so a trip to Wilmslow 35 miles away would 
probably have taken one and a quarter hours at least. 
 
Late 60's saw this reduced to a taxi plus players' cars, then to entirely cars, as more players were able to afford to run 
them.  In the latter days of the bus and taxi, Geoff Lodge was the first choice driver as this was still in his playing days 
and he also worked for Schofield’s. 
 
1949/50 Season teams   1959/60 Season teams (League table as at 28th March) 
Abbey Hey  1  Chloride   
English Steel (Audenshaw) 2  Marsden  Other teams 
Wilmslow 3  Heys Old Boys  Whittles Bakery, Rochdale 
Rochdale Athletic  4  English Steel  Winton 
Avros  5  Dunkinfield St Mary  Dukinfield Town 
Ashton United  6  Robinsons  A & A Crompton’s 
Robinson Rec. Club (Rochdale)  7  CWS Radcliffe  J Chadwick & Co 
Sun Mills  8  Urmston  Eccles 
Radcliffe Boro  9  Bardsley  Simon Carves 
Audenshaw United  10  Osram  Clayton Bridge 
Tweedale and Smalley  11  Northern Nomads   
  12  Ashton National   
  13  Prestwich Borough   
  14  A.V.R.O.   
  15  Dunkinfield Victoria   
 
Quite often the bus would be running late and players would have to change on it ready to meet kick off on time. 
 


